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Date: 28.05.20 

Activity Title: Making an emergency vehicle  

Learning Intention:  
• Beginning to make believe by pretending 

Activity Overview: 
Allow your child to use their 
imagination to make an 
emergency vehicle out of a 
cardboard box. 

Links to EYFS:  
Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative: 22-36 months  

Resources:  
• Cardboard box 

• Paper 

• Paint 

• Felt tips  

• Scissors 

Key vocabulary: 
Fire engine, police car, 
ambulance, siren, steering 
wheel, wheels, window, seat, 
cardboard box, paint, draw, 
paper, cut, shapes, circle, 
square, rectangle. 
 

ACTIVITY IMPLEMENTATION (including key question) 

Introduction:    
• Find a large cardboard box, like a nappy box. 

• Discuss with your child different emergency vehicles and who uses them.  

• Please scroll down to look at pictures of emergency vehicles below.  

• Let you child choose which emergency vehicle they would like to make. 
*What colour paints will you need? 
*What shape are the wheels? 

Main Activity: How to make a fire Engine 
• Cut the top off the cardboard box to ensure there is enough room for your child to sit 

inside it.  

• Paint the whole of the cardboard box red, like a fire engine.  
*How many wheels does the fire engine need? 

• Get your child to paint four circles directly onto the box for the wheels or paint 
four circles onto a piece of paper then cut them out and stick them onto the box. 
You could also use 4 paper plates as wheels if you have them.  

• Paint onto the box a window and some lights.  

• Think about what else a fire engine might have on it. A Ladder? Wing mirrors?  

• Support your child in being create with their thinking and see what ideas they 
come up with. 

Activity review: 

•  We would love to see photographs of your child making their emergency vehicle. 
Please do not forget to email in their photographs to info@clownsnursery.co.uk 

• Once your child has finished making their emergency vehicle, can they use it in a 
role play scenario?  

Additional ways to support your child: 
• Allow your child to look at the picture of 

their chosen emergency vehicle whilst 
making it, for them to refer back to for ideas. 

Extension: 
• Allow your child to use their imagination 

throughout this activity.  
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Ambulance 

 

 

Fire Engine 
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Police car 

 


